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Gospels were so well established in Hernias'
time that any symbolism which included the
number " four " must needs suggest them. It
may be said that this is only an hypothesis, but
it is an hypothesis which is rendered probably
by the language of Irenseus regarding 'the
Gospels.

From the whole of the foregoing evidence
derived from " The Shepherd/' the general con-
clusion to be drawn seems to us to be this: that in
the time of Hermas at Rome, then (140-150 A.D.)
fast becoming the head-quarters of Christianity,
there were for Christians two, and only two,
great facts, and that one of these was the
Church, and the other our Four Gospels.